
Canada's fourth and last CC-177 Globemaster III takes to the sky during the delivery ceremony
at Boeing’s manufacturing facility in Long Beach, Calif., on April 3. Credit: Boeing.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – ROBERT COXON

The Memorial Service held on Saturday April 12th, 2008 for our late President
Gordon Steane was indeed a moving time for his family and the many others who attended. A
great send off for a fine person and such an esteemed member of RCAF 441 Wing.

On Wednesday May 21st we will host what has become an annual visit by a number of
Sunnybrook Vets. Their arrival is usually about 11:30 AM followed by a lunch after which a
couple of hours of social activities take place. I would encourage as many members of the
Wing as possible to attend and meet with these Vets. Why not bring a friend or neighbour?

The Ontario Group Convention will be held in Waterloo, Ontario on the weekend of
May 16-18. This will be hosted by 404 K-W Wing and I would encourage all who can attend
to take part and enjoy the hospitality of the Kitchener-Waterloo area.

My thanks to those who agreed to stand for office in your Wing for the coming year.
This can be an interesting volunteer position which is open to all members. Please attend the
May meeting and meet with your incoming Executive.

Our best to all members who may be sick or infirm.

Cheers,

Bob Coxon
President
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Newest 441 Wing Members Celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversary

( L to R)(Sgt Robin Alexander, Gerry & Bev Peppler, Susan and Frank Polka)

On Friday, April 4th, 2008, RCAF 441 Wing had the honour of hosting the family of
the Air Force Association’s recipient of the 2006 Air Reservist of the Year Award: “Sgt.
Robin Alexander from 443 Squadron Pat Bay, BC.” Robin joined with her sister Susan Polka
and husband Frank Polka to help their parents, Gerry and Beverly Peppler, celebrate their 50th

wedding anniversary at the Wing’s weekly Friday night dinner.

58th Annual Ontario Group
General Meeting and Convention

May 16, 17, and 18, 2008
404 Kitchener-Waterloo

Registration Forms available at the Bar or
online at www.404wing.ca
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Jean Steane

Paid Membership renewals as of April 2nd, 2008 for
the Year July 1st 2007 till June 30th 2008.

Regular Members. 122
Life Members 2

Associate 1
Honorary 1

Total Wing Membership 126
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Please note that the Wing DUES have been increased by $ 10.00 to
reflect the increase implemented by the National Office. New Wing Dues are as
follows:

$ 60.00 Single member renewal and
$ 85.00 Dual member renewal.

Be an early bird and renew your membership now. Please send a cheque
for the amount of your applicable membership renewal made out to RCAF 441
Wing in an envelope addressed to the Membership Chairperson.

I am pleased to report that 24 members have renewed their membership
since last month’s “Future” was published.

Thank you for your continued support for RCAF 441 Wing.



Ladies Auxiliary Report - Isabel Kelly

I hope everybody is enjoying the nice weather
finally. I for one, sure am glad the snow is gone.

Lunch was prepared by the Ladies Auxiliary for
our beloved President Gordon Steane. Thanks to all who
came out. I would like to thank Les Ball for coordinating
the wonderful tribute Gord. (well done by all
participants).

I would like to thank all the Ladies who came out
and helped Les serve brunch to the Southern Cruisers
Riding Club. 82 Riders showed up for brunch and then headed out for their first ride of the
year.

On May 21 st we will be hosting the Veterans from the Sunnybrook Hospital. Please all
come out to help and support the Veterans.

See you at the Wing
Isabel

Sick and Visiting - Terry Hamilton

A donation was made to Hospice Simcoe in memory
of Gordon Steane.

Fruit baskets were sent to Bob Coxon (recovering
from a broken leg) and Lois Ball who is now home from her
stay in RVH.

Allen Hodgson is presently in RVH and we all wish
him a speedy recovery.

“To all the rest “Please keep well.”

Always, Terry
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April 27, 2008 - Port Albany, Ontario 

The local residents of Port Albany, a community in Northern Ontario board a
Cormorant Helicopter during an evacuation from the area due to the threat of flooding. The
Cormorant Helicopter based at 9 Wing Gander piloted by Lieutenant Colonel (LCol) Gilbert
Thibault and Captain (Capt) Scott Tromp from 413 Squadron, Canadian Forces Base (CFB)
Greenwood was one of many aircraft assisting in the evacuation. The Canadian Forces
military deplolyed six Griffon Helicopters from various bases, a Sea King Helicopter from
12 Wing Shearwater, a Cormorant Helicopter from 9 Wing Gander, and a Hercules
CC-130324 from 8 Wing Trenton assisted in the evacuation of the residents, transferring
them from Port Albany to Moosonee, Ontario.

Photo: Master Corporal Halina Folfas, 8 Wing Imaging Section
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May 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Band

Practice

2
Friday
Dinner

3
Buck &

Doe

4
8th Barrie

Scout BBQ

5
Closed

6
Pool

Pub Darts

7
Wing Ex

Mtg

8
KVA Ex &
Gen Mtg

Band
Practice

9
Friday
Dinner

10
Crystal

Middlemiss
Memorial

Service

11
Closed

12
Dart

Banquet

13
German

Club
Pub Darts

Pool

14
Wing Gen

Mtg

15
Band

Practice

16
Closed

17
Skyliners

Band
Practice

18
Closed

19
Closed

20
Pool

Pub Darts

21

Sunnybrook

Veterans

Visit

22
Band

Practice

23
Friday
Dinner

24Skyliners
Band

Practice
German

Club
Dinner

25
Turkey
Shoot

26
Closed

27
Pool

28
Closed

29
Band

Practice

30
Friday
Dinner

31
Skyliners

Band
Practice
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Scout Report - Jane Coxon

The youngest section of 8th Barrie, the Beavers, had some
very exciting visitors to their colony meetings. Members of the
OPP crime scene section provided an exciting look into
fingerprinting and photo taking. Another evening, the Beavers had
a close and personal look at an OPP K-9 handler and his four
footed partner.

The weekend of April 19 saw the Cubs of 8th Barrie earning
awards and badges at their Spring Camp at the Wye Marsh in Midland. The Cubs earned the
Canadian Heritage Award, the Canadian Wilderness Award and the World Conservation
Badge.

The Scouts of 8th Barrie and 1st Holly received safety briefing and training for the
hiking and shooting Biathlon which took place on April 19. During the event, the Scouts are
monitored at all times in the use of the firearms. An exciting day was had by all involved.

The Venturers had a special visitor to one of their meetings. A Scout from Thailand
named Luke came and talked to them for two hours about all his experiences and adventures
as a member of the Boy Scouts of America. A wet, fun weekend camp was had by the
Venturers in mid April.

This year as been the busiest Scouting year the 1st Mapleview Scout Group have ever
had. The have a very active group of about 50 kids in the three sections. The new section for
this year was the Scouts and so far they have 10 Scouts and 3 Leaders with more registering.
The Group has kept aside some of the funds given to them by the Wing and use those funds
to help pay the registrations fees for needy families so their children can enjoy the Scouting
activities.

Beavers of 1st Holly invited the Cubs to meet very special visitors to their colony in
the form of Therapy visiting dogs from St. John Ambulance. What a fun evening.

April 12 saw the 1st Holly Cubs experience something that not very many people do.
They had a tour of the control tower at Pearson International Airport. They are one of only
two groups to have had the privilege to tour the tower. What an exciting time. The Cubs also
had a tour of the Bell Canada building to learn about how the
telephone exchange works. These two activities are part of the
Blue Star of the Cub program.

RCAF 441 (Huronia) Wing sure sponsors three very
active Scouting Groups.
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What Can “I” Do to Support The Wing?????
I Can’t Cook – Can’t Paint or Lift Anything Heavy.
But Wait ... I Can Do Something Really Important,

I “Can” Invite a Friend to Become a Wing Member! 
Now That Would Be a Great Way to Show My Support.
It’s Easy... I’ll Use the Application Form in this Issue!



419 Squadron Pilots Graduate

On Friday, April 25, the NFTC program course 0606 graduated, at the Officers Mess
Cold Lake. The group consisted of six Fighter Pilot students from Singapore, Great Britain and
Canada. They successfully completed Phase IV, a very challenging course learning the various
aspects of air to air and air to ground combat within the multinational environment of NFTC,
which was conducted at 419 Squadron.

Course 0606 from left to right: Lt S. Latwaitis (CF), Flt Lt R. Leask (RAF), Flt Lt A.
Vaughan (RAF), Lt B. Switzer (CF), LTA Y. C. Tan (RSAF), LTA T. Y. Ng (RSAF)

The Pilots from Singapore will return to their country and continue flying on either the
F-5 or the F-16 Falcon. The British Pilots will be trained on the Tornado GR4 or the Harrier.
Both Canadian Pilots will do their conversion training to fly the F-18 Hornet here at 4 Wing
Cold Lake in the near future. All 419 Members wish them good luck and many happy landings
for their future career.
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RCAF 441 Wing is deeply saddened to report the loss of Bob Middlemiss’ wife, Crystal.

CRYSTAL MIDDLEMISS

Passed away peacefully at Royal Victoria Hospital Sunday,
April 27 at the age of 80. Will be sadly missed by her loving

husband Bob and step children Dale, Dan and Robbie,
grandchildren Kirk and Trent along with sister-in-law Sheila,

nieces Linda and Susan and nephew Simon in England.
Crystal will be missed not only by her family but also by her
many civilian and Air Force friends. A memorial service to
celebrate her life will be held at RCAF 441 (Huronia) Wing,
Barrie located on Highway 90 just west of Highway 400 on
Saturday, May 10, 2008 at 2:00 PM. In memory of Crystal

donations to the Royal Victoria Hospital Cancer Fund would
be appreciated by the family.
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A CT-155 Hawk aircraft, similar
to those shown above, crashed during a
routine flight last week. An investigation
into the crash is underway. (DND)

CT-155 Hawk Crashes At 15 Wing 
Capt G Mitchell, Public Affairs

15 Wing Moose Jaw, Sask. – A CT-155
Hawk aircraft, on a routine training mission,
crashed within the 15 Wing perimeter on April
18 at approximately 4:00 pm.

Pilots, Second-Lieutenant Rock
Veilleux, Canadian Air Force, and Major Frank
Wagener, German Air Force, ejected safely
and were quickly transported to the Moose
Jaw Hospital for treatment of non-life
threatening injuries.

"The cause of the accident is unknown
at this point,” stated Acting 15 Wing
Commander, LCol Paul Goddard. “A Flight
Safety Team has been dispatched from
Ottawa... to begin the investigation."

There will be an operational pause with the CT-155 Hawk fleet to ensure there is no
additional risk to the fleet.

Flying operations will resume once Wing Operations are satisfied there is no risk to
personnel.



FOR YOUR INFORMATION

We are proud sponsors of: 102 (Silver Fox) Squadron Air Cadets; 8th Barrie Scouts,
1 st Holy Scouts, 1st Mapleview Scouts and provide support for: Barrie Minor Hockey, Barrie
Minor Soccer, Barrie Minor Base Ball, Kempenfelt Pipes and Drums, Georgian Aviation
Scholarship, and at Christmas Time: the Barrie Food Bank, Christmas Cheer, the Springwater
Fire Department and the Salvation Army.

Having a Party, Birthday, Wedding, Celebration or Reception?
Why not have it at our Hall. The Hall is Air Conditioned, Smoke Free, has an Excellent Bar
and there is also Kitchen Facilities if required. Phone (705) 722-4867 for information and
bookings. If no answer, leave a message on the answering machine. All bookings must be
made through this number.

Scrumptious Friday Dinners, complete with deserts and tea/coffee for only $6:00. Get
your ticket early on Fridays. We hate to turn people away as so frequently happens.

“The Future" is published monthly. The opinions expressed are those of the editor and
contributors and in no way reflect opinions of the Wing or the Air Force Association of
Canada, who jointly and separately assume no liability. Articles should be handed in at the
Bar, or to the Editor at email address loles@rogers.com , or FAX at (705) 737-1761 no later
than 0800 hrs on the 22nd of the Month, preceding publication.

The newsletter "The Future" is forwarded to all Wing members by either snail mail or
email. Please try to save mailing costs by receiving your copy via email. If you have not done
so please forward your email address to the editor at loles@rogers.com

OPEN FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT
check the calender for dates when the Wing will be open!

GENERAL MEETING WEDNESDAY May 14 th, 2008

General Meeting @ 8:00 p.m.

Project 441 Non-Profit Home Co p oration
Ad Astral Place, 108 Anne Street North, Barrie, Ontario L4N 6V7

Manager 727-0869, ext 25 or ext 26.

102 (Barrie Silver Fox)Royal Canadian Air Cadets: - 726-0588
Kempenfelt Pipes and Drums: Band manager - Ron Brown at 737-2280

Korea Veterans Association: Gerard Doiron 737-0776
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